Town of Yates April Board Meeting
8 S. Main St., Lyndonville, NY 14098
April 11, 2024, 7:00PM

Present:	James Simon, Supervisor	
		John Riggi, Councilman	
		Susan Hrovat, Councilman
Terry Chaffee, Jr., Councilman
		Michele Harling, Town Clerk
Trisha Laszewski, Town Assessor						 
		

Excused: 	Harold Suhr, Councilman		
Roger Wolfe, Highway Superintendent		
		David Reese, Code Enforcement Officer

Others:		Larry Wolfe			Steve Colon		Paul Lauricella
		Georgette Stockman		Bill Jurinich		Tom Rivers

Supervisor Simon called the April Board Meeting to order at 7:05PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SUPERVISOR REMARKS

No remarks.

CORRESPONDENCE

No correspondence.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY

Paul Lauricella, Town of Yates, asked for the details of resolution No. 47-4/24, the ARPA expenditures. 

Supervisor Simon explained the items pending the vote on Resolution No. 47-4/24 are cameras for the Town Hall and 4 picnic tables for the town park pavilion.  

RESOLUTION NO. 44-4/24

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE MARCH REGULAR BOARD MINUTES

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2024 regular Board Meeting as presented to each Board Member.	
		
Offered by Councilman Riggi, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Chaffee

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 45-4/24

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE APRIL EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2024 regular Executive Session Minutes as presented to each Board Member.	
		
Offered by Councilman Chaffee, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Hrovat

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 46-4/24

RESOLUTION ADOPTING RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS FOR STANDARD WORK DAY REPORTING RS 2417 A&B and STANDARD WORK DAY RESOLUTION FOR EMPLOYEES RS 2418 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE NEW YORK STATE COMPTROLLER NEW YORK STATE AND LOCAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM

WHEREAS NEW FORMS RS2417 and RS2418 need to be submitted every year, be it 

RESOLVED that these resolutions be adopted and be it further 

RESOLVED, they shall be attached to these minutes and posted on the bulletin board in the Town Hall for 30 days.

Offered by Councilman Hrovat, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Riggi

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 47-4/24

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE EXPENDITURES OF AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDING 

WHEREAS, The Town of Yates has determined, through previous email confirmations with Matt Horn, (MRB Group, a designated expert for American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding) that certain expenditures are authorized, be it

RESOLVED, that the Town authorizes the following ARPA expenditures:
-CHPC, 16 Channel Nocturnal Elite NVR Camera System= $1,633.99
-Dutch Country Market, four (4) Deluxe Model picnic tables @ $339.00 each= $1,356.00

Offered by Councilman Hrovat, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Riggi

Supervisor Simon said that this was originally a $160,000 grant award through the American Rescue Plan and was Federal funding given out during COVID.  The last few items that we have should bring our balance down to around $700.00.  All of the monies have to be encumbered by the end of the year.  We’ll wait until the dust settles from these expenditures to see how much is left and we’ll spend the remainder appropriately.

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 48-4/24

RESOLUTION TO OPPPOSE RENEWABLE ACTION THROUGH PROJECT INTERCONNECTION AND DEPLOYMENT (RAPID) ACT

WHEREAS, the NYS Governor and the Democrat-led Legislature are proceeding to legislate through the 2025 budget development process rather than through legislative processes open to the public, and

WHEREAS, with regard to large-scale renewable energy siting authority, this “budget legislation” work-around resulted in dramatic reductions the last 4 years for the 933 towns in NY to protect home rule, and

WHEREAS, the most egregious example of un-democratic state overreach was the Section 94c law that instituted the Office of Renewable Energy Siting (ORES) in April 2020, and

WHEREAS, ORES has consistently, arbitrarily and capriciously ignored the home rule rights of NY towns as enshrined in Article IX of the NYS Constitution, and

WHEREAS, the RAPID Act proposes yet again a complete disregard for town and private landowner rights with regard to large-scale renewable energy transmission lines, be it

RESOLVED, that the Town of Yates adamantly opposes the RAPID Act, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the powers that be in NYS respect municipal home rule as well as the inalienable rights of New Yorkers by requiring all large-scale renewable energy projects and grid connections overseen by ORES to be subject to permissive referendums, and be it further

RESOLVED, that official copies of this resolution be sent to the NY governor, Senate Majority and Minority leaders, Assembly majority and minority leaders, and the ORES Director.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Supervisor Simon said that this is something that is being proposed by the Legislative budget process, not the Legislative process, itself.  Each year it seems like the Governor, Senate and Assembly Leaders choose to do legislation through budget processes and this is another example.  We are pushing back pretty hard.  The problem is this extends to all of the renewable industrial level renewable energy projects that need to have transmission lines from these projects, through eminent domain, to get to the grid.  There was an article in the HUB from Senator Rob Ortt’s office pushing back against this strongly and this is a resolution in support of that.  We’re hoping that there is enough pressure that they won’t include this as part of the budget.  Everything that they’ve tried to do in the last 4 years regarding large scale wind and solar has gone through, which is pretty sad.

Offered by Councilman Hrovat, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Riggi

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 49-4/24

RESOLUTION DECLARING NON-SANCTUARY TOWN STATUS FOR ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

WHEREAS, the Town of Yates is a welcoming community that cherishes the diversity of all people who are legally in the US, and

WHEREAS, the Town respects the rights of all peoples to lawfully migrate across regions and national borders, and

WHEREAS, the Town fully supports the hopes of legal migration and those who are approved asylum seekers to be part of the American dream, and

WHEREAS, the Town considers individuals who avoided detection crossing into our country not as “undocumented” people but rather as illegal immigrants, be it

RESOLVED, the Town of Yates declares itself a Non-Sanctuary Town for illegal immigrants.

Offered by Councilman Riggi, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Chaffee

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 50-4/24

RESOLUTION TO PAY BILLS

WHEREAS, bills have been reviewed by the Town Board, be it 

RESOLVED to pay bills as follows:

Fund A (General – Townwide)		$  62,734.61 
Fund B (General – Outside Village)		$    2,376.66              			 
Fund DA (Highway – Townwide)		$  12,985.24 
Fund DB (Highway – Outside Village)	$  10,364.36    
H-						$     
Water 4-					$    9,201.89   
Water 2-					$  40,645.30     
Youth-						$  		
Fire-						$ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------
TOTAL					$138,308.06

Offered by Councilman Riggi, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Hrovat

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Georgette Stockman, Town of Yates, thanked the Board for following up on the RAPID Act.  She asked if there will be a meeting about trash pick-up in the Town of Yates, along the lakeshore as discussed last fall.  She said if you go online you’ll see that under Carlton, they have every single lane listed with their trash pick-up status.  They have gotten a lot of attention for this and she’d like to see it for Yates as well. Her concern is if they move to the bins being automatically picked up that are trash or recycling, there already is not enough space for just recycling.  If you double that, please be prepared to find them all in the ditch.

Supervisor Simon said that this is a good question, the County has not called for a meeting.  He will circle back and ask.  Our meeting was postponed and he hasn’t heard anything.  He said when they postponed our meeting, the last thing we asked them for was a lane by lane list coded with red, yellow and green; and if it’s red or yellow, the reason it was classified that way by Modern Disposal but we never got that list.  We’re back to square one with them.  

Bill Jurinich asked for the details of Resolution No. 46-4/24.

Supervisor Simon explained that we pass this resolution every year at our January Organizational Meeting but because our Court Clerk went from an hourly employee to a salaried employee, we needed to collect a 3-month log from her (January-March) to calculate her Record of Activities on Form RS2417-A to report back to NYS Retirement.

Paul Lauricella, Town of Yates, said that he received his water bill this month and that it had increased significantly.  He said there could be a leak but he hasn’t found one yet.  He thinks that there will be a lot more delinquent water bills because of the increase.  He said the School taxes went up, the Town and County taxes went up and with the upcoming reassessment project this year, everyone is feeling the pinch.  He said after winning the battle with windmills, it seems like instead of conducting town business, the board is picking on people. He added it’s not fun to live here anymore, this is Lyndonville and people are used to living free.

Councilman Riggi explained that the Board is not picking on people; they are reacting to increased pressure from town residents.  This is also happening nationally and worldwide. He added when we get a complaint from someone on things like short-term rentals and campers, we must react to it.  We are not conspiring against people or out looking for violations, people come to us and ask that we address their concerns.  

Steve Colon, Town of Yates said that he is concerned with illegal immigrants.  He said the Constitution and laws must be followed and added that Congress controls immigration, not the President. The President should be concerned with our safety.

TOWN OFFICERS REMARKS

Trisha Laszewski, Town Assessor, said that she is expecting to have the assessments finished by the end of next week.  She will send the information to Dawn Allen, Orleans County Real Property Director to be printed.  By this time next month we’ll be in the thick of it.  She is planning on making 150 appointments available, which is about 10% of the parcels in the Town.  Grievance Day is the 1st Tuesday after the 4th Thursday, which is late this year.  

Supervisor Simon asked how people sign up for a hearing if they are not satisfied with their new assessment.  

Trisha said there will be a sign-up sheet available that she’ll leave in the Town Clerk’s office.  She added that people are not used to seeing these types of increases but if you look at any realtor’s listings, you can see the writing on the wall.  We don’t like it but it is a fact.  She said if the total assessment of the town goes up significantly, the tax rates should come down.  The problem is, she can’t tell people what the new rates will be or how much of a rate decrease to expect.  She added that some people believe that she is expected to come up with a certain increase to satisfy the board but this is absolutely untrue.  Her job is to create a fair and equitable tax roll.

Supervisor Simon said that the HUB has offered some good reporting on this.  He said the budget season starts in September and that he believes that the board is not planning on going over the 2% tax cap.  He agreed that an update is not an excuse to spend money. He said this is a very hard concept to explain to people.

Councilman Chaffee said that the ARPA grant was Federal money that directly benefited the Town.  He believes it’s hypocritical to complain about a municipality accepting Federal grant money from people who accepted and spent the stimulus checks that were sent out during COVID and did not send them back.  

Supervisor Simon said that dialog is good and at the local level we are able to hear complaints from our residents about code violations and directly respond to them.  He said no one goes looking for a fight, we took time to help develop and weigh in on the Comprehensive Plan and LWRP and now we must work toward operations that comply with these documents.  We are looking specifically at short-term rentals and campers because residents have come to the board and Code Enforcement Officer with complaints/concerns about these issues. 

He agreed with Steve Colon’s earlier comment about illegal immigrants and added that the Board is not anti-immigrant; they are concerned with illegal immigration. 

He asked residents to be mindful of the Orleans County District Court that is being proposed by the Orleans County Legislature.  He asked all to look, read, and pay attention to the information that is out there.  He said that there will be 2 public hearings on the subject; one in May and another in June.  He feels it’s a very complex issue that is not being explained very well.  He’s really hoping for a fair proposal.

He said SOS alerted the Town Board about a US EPA and NYS DEC “listening session” coming up on Monday evening in Niagara Falls.  Evidently Yates is a “disadvantaged community” and these agencies plan to make sure that we have “environmental justice.”  He is very concerned that these agencies don’t know Yates and that he will try to go to the listening session to ensure our voice is heard.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Councilman Riggi, Whereas there is no new business to be brought before the Board, the meeting be adjourned at 7:35PM.
Seconded by Councilman Hrovat

	4 Ayes    0 Nays	1 Absent (Harrold)        
  
	Motion: Carried

Respectfully Submitted,

Michele L. Harling
Yates Town Clerk




